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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Appeal Brief 

1. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action in the Appeal Brief filed on May 27, 2005 is persuasive and, therefore, the 
finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 10-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Domigan (US 4,536,612) in view of Rudy et al (US 4,565,416; 

hereinafter Rudy). 

Regarding claim 1 , Domigan discloses an underfloor receptacle box system (see 
figure 1), comprising and electrical cable connector (see figure 2, defined by the socket 
contact), and a mating power connector (not shown); a housing (2) having a plurality of 
openings including a first opening (top opening defined by the box) and a second 
opening (see figure 1); a lid (not shown but mention in column 2 lines 42-44) detachably 
attached to said housing (see figure 1) substantially closing said first opening (see 
figure 1 and 4); at least one pass through connector (27,28); said at least one pass 
through connector (27,28) being at least partially disposed in said second opening (see 
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figure 1 ); said at least one said pass-through connector (27) being directly connected to 
said electrical cable connector (see figure 2) on the inside of said housing and to said 
mating power connector (not shown) on the outside of said housing (see figure 2); an 
insert (defined by the reference numbers 15,17 and 20) having at least one angled wall 
(see figure 1 and 2), said insert (15,17,20) being removably connected to said housing 
(see figure 1), said insert (15,17,20) having a continuous wireway between said at least 
one angled wall and said housing (see figure 2); but Domigan lacks the pass-through 
connector being releasably directly connected to said electrical cable connector. Rudy 
teaches an electrical cable connector (see figure 1) comprising socket contact (10), a 
housing (30) and a locking insert (60), said electrical cable connector (see figure 1) 
being releasably connected to another connector (column 2 lines 44-48). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute Domigan's cable connector with Rudy's cable connector to provide means 
that will make the electrical cable connector releasable from the pass through connector 
to facilitate the connecting and/or disconnecting of the electrical cable connector with 
the pass through connector when desired. 

Regarding claim 2, Domigan discloses the system (see figure 1), further 
comprising at least one of an electrical power receptacle (21,22), a telecommunication 
receptacle and a data receptacle connected to said insert (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 3, Domigan discloses the system (see figure 1 ), wherein said 
electrical power receptacle (21,22) is electrically connected to said electrical cable 
connector (see figure 2). 
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Regarding claim 5, Domigan discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein said 
housing (2) has at least one additional opening (40,41 ) configured for the passage into 
said housing (see figure 2) of at least one of electrical power, telecommunication and 
data cables (column 2 lines 32-35). 

Regarding claim 9, Domigan discloses the system wherein said at least one 
angle wall (15,17) of said insert being two angled walls (15,17) and said insert includes 
a bottom (20) attached between said two angled walls (see figure 2) and said wireway 
continuous between said bottom and said housing (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 10, Domigan discloses a method of reconfiguring an underfloor 
receptacle box system (see figure 1), comprising the steps of removing a mounting 
assembly (9) from the underfloor receptacle box (2); a pass through connector (27,28) 
being connected to a electrical cable connector (see figure 2) on the inside of the 
underfloor receptacle box (see figure 2) and a mating power connector (not shown) on 
the outside of the underfloor receptacle box (see figure 2); installing a pre-configured 
mounting assembly (9) into the underfloor receptacle box (see figure 2); but Domigan 
lacks the step of disconnecting said electrical cable connector from the pass through 
connector and said pass-through connector being releasably directly connected to said 
electrical cable connector. Rudy teaches an electrical cable connector (see figure 1) 
comprising socket contact (10), a housing (30) and a locking insert (60), said electrical 
cable connector (see figure 1) being releasably connected to another connector (column 
2 lines 44-48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute Domigan's cable connector with Rudy's cable 
connector to provide means that will make the electrical cable connector releasable 
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from the pass through connector to facilitate the connecting and/or disconnecting of the 
electrical cable connector with the pass through connector when desired. 

Regarding claim 11, Domigan discloses the method (see figure 1), wherein said 
removing step includes the steps of detaching said mounting assembly (9) from a 
housing of the underfloor receptacle box (see figure 2); and unplugging at least one of 
said electrical cable connector (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 12, Domigan discloses the method (see figure 1), wherein said 
installing step includes the sub-steps of connecting at least one of said electrical 
connector (21 ,22), said data connector and said telephone connector (see figure 2) to 
said mounting assembly (9); and attaching said mounting assembly (9) to said housing 
(see figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 14, Domigan discloses the method (see figure 1), further 
comprising the steps of removing at least one receptacle (21) from said mounting 
assembly (9); and attaching at least one receptacle (22) to said mounting assembly 
(see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 15, Domigan discloses the system (see figure 1), wherein at 
least one said pass-through connector (61) is interconnected to one of electrical power, 
data and telecommunication cable (see figure 1). 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Domigan 
(US 4,536,612) in view of Rudy et al (US 4,565,416; hereinafter Rudy*, alternate 
interpretation). 
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Regarding claim 1*. Domigan discloses an underfloor receptacle box system 
(see figure 1), comprising and electrical cable connector (see figure 2, defined by the 
socket contact), and a mating power connector (not shown); a housing (2) having a 
plurality of openings including a first opening (top opening defined by the box) and a 
second opening (see figure 1); a lid (not shown but mention in column 2 lines 42-44) 
detachably attached to said housing (see figure 1) substantially closing said first 
opening (see figure 1 and 4); at least one pass through connector (27); said at least one 
pass through connector (27) being at least partially disposed in said second opening 
(see figure 1); said at least one said pass-through connector (27) being directly 
connected to said electrical cable connector (see figure 2) on the inside of said housing 
and to said mating power connector (not shown) on the outside of said housing (see 
figure 2); an insert (defined by the reference numbers 15,17 and 20) having at least one 
angled wall (see figure 1 and 2), said insert (15,17,20) being removably connected to 
said housing (see figure 1), said insert (15,17,20) having a continuous wireway between 
said at least one angled wall and said housing (see figure 2); but Domigan lacks the at 
least one pass-through connector releasably directly connected to said electrical cable 
connector. Rudy teaches an electrical cable connector (10) being releasably connected 
to a connector (30, column 4 lines 23-29), said connector (30) having means (60) for 
securing the electrical cable connector (10). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make Domigan's pass- 
through connector with means that would permit the engagement and disengagement of 
the electrical cable connector as taught by Rudy to provide means that will facilitate the 


Application/Control Number: 10/016,398 


Art Unit: 2831 


Page 7 


connecting and/or disconnecting of the electrical cable connector with the pass through 
connector when desired. 

4. Claims 6-8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Domigan (US 4,536,612) in view of Rudy et al (US 4,565,416; hereinafter Rudy) as 
applied in claim 1, and further in view of Bowman (US 4,967,041). 

Regarding claim 6, the modified Domigan discloses claimed invention except for 
said lid having at least one slot along at least one edge, said at least one slot providing 
for the passage of electrical interconnections into said housing. Bowman teaches an 
underfloor receptacle box (see figure 1 ) having a lid (93) with at least one slot (see 
figure 9) along at least one edge, said at least one slot (see figure 9) providing for the 
passage of electrical interconnections into said housing (see figure 4). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide to Domigan with a lid haying at least one slot for the passage of electrical 
interconnections into said housing as taught by Bowman to provide the lid with a 
passageway for cables. 

Regarding claim 7, Bowman teaches the underfloor receptacle box (see figure 1 ), 
wherein said lid (93) includes a bezel (70) that is detachably connected to said housing 
(column 3 line 66-column 4 line 2), said lid (93) hingeably connected to said bezel 
(column 4 line 23-30), said bezel (70) having at least one retaining hook (110) which 
contacts with said at least one slot (see figure 4) thereby retaining electrical conductors 
(see figure 4). 
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Regarding claim 8, the modified Domigan discloses the system (see figure 1), 
wherein said housing portion is configured to be mounted below a finished floor level 
(see figure 2), said bezel (as taught by Bowman) being substantially at said finished 
floor level (see figure 1 of Bowman) and connected to said housing. 

Regarding claim 13, the modified Domigan discloses claimed invention except for 
the step of removing a bezel with a hingedly lid. Bowman teaches an underfloor 
receptacle box (see figure 1) having a lid (93) with a bezel (70); the bezel can be 
removed with a hingedly attached (93) from the box. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide to Domigan with 
a step of removing a bezel with a hingedly attaching lid from the box as taught by 
Bowman to provide a step that will removed the bezel from the box to provide the user 
with access to the mounting assemblies located inside the box. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -3 and 5-1 5 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 


Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

July 7, 2006 


273-8300. 



Angel R. Estrada 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 


